
Multilingualism in the EU



Agenda
Day 1

Intro to the EU

● What is the 
EU?

● Brief history
● Goals and 

objectives

Day 2

EU Institutions

● Institutions of 
the EU

● Currency

Day 3

Multilingualism  in 
the EU

● EU and its 24 
official 
languages

● Identity and 
culture

Day 4

Interpreters and 
Translators

● Videos
● Compare and 

contrast 

Day 5

Wrap-up day

● Translating 
practice

● Interpretation 
practice



Day 2
Intro to the EU: 

What is the EU?
Who is part of the EU?



What is the European Union?
The European Union is an economic and political union. 
It started in post-war Europe and it is now the largest 
single-market area. The EU has six founding member 
states. It has now grown to 27 member states with a 
population of almost 450 million people.



The EU
Watch the video and 
take notes. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VCYHTGjr-U


History of the EU
Watch the video and 
take notes. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpwm5vRXYF4


What are EU values?
Watch the video and 
write the values of the 
EU.

What do the different 
values mean? Can you 
think of examples for 
each one?



EU Member-States
Identify the member-states of 
the EU. 

Use your notes from the 
lesson or the internet to look 
them up. 

Highlight/color the countries 
that are part of the EU. 



Day 2
The EU Institutions 



How does the EU work?
What are the institutions of the 
EU?

Which are the institutions 
explained in the video?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9eufLQ3sew0




The Euro: Currency
The Euro is the currency used in the 
EU. It is used by the majority of the 
member- states, with some 
exceptions. The Euro is also used by 
countries that are not part of the EU.

In June of 2022 the EU matched the 
value of the US Dollar with a 
conversion of 1:1.  



The Euro
Watch the video and take 
notes of the following.

1. What is the inspiration 
for the design?

2. What are at least two 
special characteristics 
of the Euro? 

3. How many design for 
the Euro coin are 
there? approx.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hrx8WK2TH0


How is a Euro coin designed?
Watch the video to 
learn about the 
Euro coin.

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/video/v_B01-ESN-210701


Create your own Euro!
Based on the information you learned about the design and significance of the 
elements of the Euro, come up with your own design for a Euro banknote. 

Choose one of the denominations and create your own design, don’t forget to 
write the inspiration for your idea and how it connects with the EU.



Day 3
Multilingualism in the EU

What is multilingualism?
What is the official language of the EU?



Can you identify the language?



Use your map from Monday and research what the official languages are for 
each of the member-states of the EU. Use the link below to find the 
information. 

Country profiles website

The languages of the EU

https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/country-profiles_en




Online languages of the EU
Click on the link and explore the 
different languages available. Are you 
able to understand what they say? Can 
you find any cognates as you explore 
the sites? 

https://european-union.europa.eu/select-language?destination=/node/1


Day 4
Interpretation vs Translation

What role do interpretation and 
translation play in the EU?



Translation vs Interpretation
We’ll be watching a couple 
videos about Translation 
and Interpretation. As you 
watch, take notes. You’ll 
be creating a Venn 
diagram to 
compare/contrast them. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venn_diagram


Real Time Interpretation

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twCpijr_GeQ


The Difference between a Translator and an Interpreter

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NAr3m1PLF4


Translation vs Interpretation
How are translation and 
interpretation similar or 
different? 

How does the job of a 
translator differ from an 
interpreter?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venn_diagram


The language of the EU
What role does translators and 
interpreters play in EU? 

How has this changed over the 
years?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pA5TgaLz74w


A Day in the life of a Translator or Interpreter

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUKQiqT7rSw


Day 5
The EU

Interpretation vs Translation

How does the EU promote 
multilingualism?



Let’s practice interpreting!
We’ll be practicing interpreting, by playing 
the game of Broken Telephone.

The person starting the game will get a 
phrase and will whisper it into the next 
person only once, no repeating. 

That listener tries to correctly repeat that 
same phrase to the next person.  The last 
person in the line or at the end of the circle 
repeats the phrase or word aloud.

Let’s see if you can ‘interpret’ the message 
accurately!

https://www.wallpaperflare.com/phone-old-year-built-1955-bakelite-post-dial-telephone-handset-wallpaper-ajner


Translating Movie Titles

Why do you think the 
following titles were 
translated that way?

How can you find the 
‘perfect’ translation?

https://live.staticflickr.com/8671/15277950984_af486e6b56_b.jpg
https://live.staticflickr.com/4138/4860504888_7ac7de2edd_c.jpg


Frozen in 25 languages
How many of the languages 
presented in the video are official 
languages  in the EU?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BS0T8Cd4UhA


Reflection

1. What are three things you learned 
about the European Union?

2. What is the currency of the EU and 
how do they decide its design?

3. What is the difference between an 
interpreter and a translator?

4. How does the EU encourage 
multilingualism?

https://www.rawpixel.com/search/European%20union%20flag

