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The European Union: 446 million people – 27 countries



The treaties – basis for democratic cooperation built on law

The European Coal and Steel Community

The treaties of Rome:
• The European Economic Community
• The European Atomic Energy Community 
(EURATOM)

The European Single Act: the Single 
Market

Treaty on European Union - Maastricht

Treaty of Amsterdam

1952

1958

1987

1993

1999

2003 Treaty of Nice

2009 Treaty of Lisbon



The EU institutions

European Parliament

Court of 
Justice

Court of 
Auditors

Economic and Social 
Committee Committee of the Regions

Council of Ministers
(The Council) European Commission

European Investment Bank European Central BankAgencies

European Council (summit)



Three key players

The European Parliament

- voice of the people

David Sassoli, President of the European 
Parliament

The European Council and the Council

- voice of the Member States

Charles Michel, President of the European 
Council

The European Commission

- promoting the common interest

Ursula von der Leyen, 
President of the European Commission



How EU legislation is 
made:
The co-decision 
procedure

The Commission 
makes a proposal
The Council and 
Parliament amend 
the proposal and 
adopt it

Commission
has the right of

initiative



How the European
Commission is
organised
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2. The EU Green Deal - Recent milestones

• 20 Sept 2019 - Fridays for Future climate strike

• 1 Dec 2019 - Ursula von der Leyen takes office as President 

of the new European Commission

• 11 Dec 2019 - The European Green Deal published by the European 

Commission

• 12. Dec 2019 - European Council conclusions endorse the goal of climate

neutrality by 2050

➢ Feb 2020 - First Covid cases in the EU

• 4 March 2020 - European Climate Law – proposal (agreed 30 June) 

• Climate neutrality 2050

• -55% from 1990 level by 2030

• 17 Sept 2020 - Climate Target Plan

• 14 July 2021 – Fit for 55 package

➢ 24 Feb 2022 - Ukraine war



Actions announced in the Green Deal



Up from

40%



The European Climate Law
Commission Proposal 4.3.2020

• Climate Neutrality Objective 2050

• By September 2020, the Commission shall 

review the Union’s 2030 climate target in 

light of the climate-neutrality objective [40%], 

and explore options for a new 2030 target 

of 50 to 55%

• By 30 June 2021, the Commission shall 

assess how the Union legislation would 

need to be amended in order to enable the 

achievement of 50 to 55 % and to achieve 

the climate-neutrality-objective, and 

consider taking the necessary measures

• Commission empowered to set out a 

trajectory at Union level to achieve the 

climate-neutrality objective, via delegated 

acts

• By 30 September 2023, and every 5 years 

thereafter, the Commission shall assess, 

together with the assessment foreseen 

under Article 29(5) of Regulation (EU) 

2018/1999* the collective progress made by 

all Member States towards the achievement 

of the climate-neutrality objective as 

expressed by the trajectory

* Governance Regulation
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55% target now part

of the climate law



Released on 

14 July 2021

14 legal 

proposals 

and 

3 non-legislative 

actions

3. The “Fit for 55” package: transport aspects

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-action/european-green-deal/delivering-european-green-deal_en



CO2 Emission performance standards for cars and 
light commercial vehicles

The end of

combustion-

powered cars



• Decarbonising land transport requires [not only] electrification. 

• The decarbonisation of electricity generation is indispensable, but separate. Linking the two only 

causes friction and slowdown.

• Alternative fuels are no solution (except in aviation and maritime transport): too scarce, too expensive

• Will a sustainable economy be possible with an unchanged economic paradigm?

• Parallel crises

• Climate & biodiversity

• COVID and its aftermath

• The Ukraine war

Some things to bear in mind about decarbonisation



• 13 Oct 2021: Communication on 

energy prices

• 8 Mar 2022: Communication 

“REPowerEU: Joint European action 

for more affordable, secure and 

sustainable energy”

• Mar 2022: IEA - A 10-Point Plan to 

Cut Oil Use

Two types of reaction

• Back off from more action while there 

is a crisis

• Redouble efforts to get out of fossil

fuels

Recent action regarding energy policy



Keep in touch

EU Spotify

ec.europa.eu/

europa.eu/

@EU_Commission

@EuropeanCommission

European Commission

europeancommission

@EuropeanCommission

EUTube

https://open.spotify.com/user/v7ra0as4ychfdatgcjt9nabh0?si=SEs1mANESea5kzyVy7HvDw
https://ec.europa.eu/
https://europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-commission/
https://www.instagram.com/europeancommission/
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://www.youtube.com/user/eutube
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Reserve



Ramp-up of EVs

New registrations

Fleet on the road



IEA 10 point plan


