
Welcome to the 2023 Summer Curriculum Workshop organized by the European Union Center at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 

 
“Teaching about Sustainability in Europe through Smart Cities” 

 
Monday, July 10 – Wednesday, July 12, 2023 

 
Monday, July 10                                                                                              
 
9:00-9:30am  Welcome remarks and break-out room activity 
 
9:30-10:00am   Teaching Smart Cities Online 

Walther Glödstaf, PhD Candidate in Linguistics, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
 
10:00-10:45am  Rome: Smart, Resilient, Sustainable  

Tom Rankin, Director, Borromini Institute Critical Field Learning Abroad 
 
10:45-11:00am Q&A and discussion 
 
 
Tuesday, July 11                                                                                            
 
9:00-9:30am Exploring Smart City Vienna via Online Instruction 

Dr. Alexandra Pfefferle, Director of the Illinois in Vienna Programs 
 
9:30-10:15am  Socially Sustainable Artificial Intelligence 

Dr. Nuria Oliver, Computer Scientist 
 
10:15-10:30am Q&A and discussion 
 
10:30-11:00am The City of Vienna as Your Classroom 

Kirsten Mericka, Academic Coordinator and Lecturer, Illinois in Vienna Programs 
Kathrin Blasbichler, Vienna Plus Coordinator and Lecturer, Illinois in Vienna Programs 

 
 
Wednesday, July 12                                                                                            
 
9:00-9:50am The Science of Smart Cities  

Dr. Sanjay Patel, Professor of Electrical & Computer Engineering, University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign 

 
9:50-10:00am  Q&A and discussion 
 
10:00-11:10am Smart Water Management in Medieval Muslim Granada  

Miguel Fernández, Teacher of Cultural Analysis and Intercultural Communication, CEGRÍ 
(Spanish Language and Culture Courses and Programs in Granada, Spain) 

 
11:10-11:15am Closing Announcements 


