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1. Content and Objectives

‘Current Issues in European and Global Affairs’ is an innovative hybrid learning environment
organized into three distinct phases. The course constitutes an online roundtable discussion
exploring a variety of topics related to Europe, transatlantic relations, the European Union, and
the peripheries.

In its online format, students will have an opportunity to participate in regular conversations
about topics related to Europe, the EU and transatlantic relations with their counterparts at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Issues will primarily focus on transatlantic affairs,
European integration, and the differences between European and American political life more
broadly.

The course will draw primarily from its textbook and supplemental readings. Its overall
objectives are to improve students’ analytical and critical skills, enhance student’s knowledge
and understanding of transatlantic relations following various disciplinary perspectives, offer
live international perspectives on shared political issues, and grant students opportunities to
network with their overseas peers.

2. Structure

This course is part of a Jean Monnet Project on transatlantic relations funded by the European
Union. Its main component is a series of the guest lectures and debates on various dimensions
of transatlantic relations via videoconference link between the University of Leuven and the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The course also includes three tutorial sessions for
KU Leuven students only with the goal of in-depth debate on relevant issues of transatlantic
relations. Various elements of the course assessment (blog posts, transatlantic radar) might be
posted online in the JM project’s website (under development).


mailto:kolja.raube@kuleuven.be
mailto:gustavo.muller@kuleuven.be

3. Assessment

*Continuous assessment during the semester:

A. Blog-post

Two 800-1000 words blog posts on a transatlantic issues during the semester. The blog-posts
will build on and react to the content of the guest lectures, but the exact topic and focus will be
chosen by students (current issues, historic events, key institutions and people in transatlantic
relations, etc.). This is a group assignment, each pair of students submits two blog-posts.

Deadlines and related sessions:

19 March (sessions 2 to 6)
1 May 2019 (sessions 8 to 13)

B. eBook Chapter

One 3000-4000 words paper that explores and compares European and North-American
perspectives on a chosen concept (e.g. free trade, sovereignty, global order, multilateralism,
democracy). The chapter should not bring the student’s own perspective on the issue. It
should rely on academics sources and the perspective of socially and politically relevant
actors.

Each chapter will contain an introduction, a section on the European perspective, a section
on the North-American perspective, and a conclusion. Each student in the pair is
responsible for analysis the same topic from a different perspective. Students should jointly
produce an introduction and a conclusion to the chapter. A list of possible concepts is
provided in section 6 of this syllabus.

Until 29 March 2019, students must send the outline of the chapter, including a brief
discussion on its main arguments to the teaching staff.

One 1-page fact-sheet matching the chosen topic for the paper and containing basic and
necessary information on the transatlantic relation in regards to the chosen concept. The
factsheet contains both textual and visual elements, and will be submitted as an annex to
the 3000-4000 words paper.

Each student pair must register its concept in order to avoid duplication.

Deadline for paper and factsheet: 9 May 2019

The individual oral exam, scheduled during the exam period in June, will revisit your individual

contributions to the above-mentioned assignments

C.

In-class participation

Students are encouraged to make the most out of the interactions and debates with their peers,
with students from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign via videoconference and in
person, and with the professors and guest professors. Overall student engagement and
participation during guest lectures and tutorial sessions will amount to 10% of the overall mark.

Breakdown of Overall Mark
Assignment Weight in the overall mark
Blog posts 20% (10% each)
Transatlantic eBook (paper and factsheet) 50%
In-class participation and Oral Exam 30%




4. Schedule

# Date Room Lecturer (Institution) Topic
Mond Prof. Dr. Kolja Raube
oncay Dr. Gustavo Miiller Introduction to the Course
1| 11Feb | MSI02.15 . .
4-6pm Lucas Henry Transatlanticity and European Studies
(Leuven & Illinois)
Monday . . . .
Prof. Dr. Emanuel Rota History of Transatlantic Relations and the Transatlantic
2 | 18Feb | MSI02.15 o L
(Ilinois) Civilization
4-6pm
Monday Prof. Dr. Katja Biedenkopf
3 | 25Feb | MSI02.15 Y (Lejven) P Global Environmental Governance and Transatlanticity
4-6pm
Monday Prof. Dr. Michael Smith
4 | 4March | MSI02.15 ' ('Leuven) Transatlantic Relations in the International System
4-6pm
Tuesday TUTORIAL SESSION
5 | 5March | MSI01.16 Revisiting the North Atlantic Drift
(for KUL students only)
9-11am
Monday
11 Lucas Henry ..
6 MSI 02.15 o ltural Transatlantici
March (Hllinois) Cultural Transatlanticity
4-6pm
Monday Raadzaal ) ]
. 18 SW00.113 Roundtable on Transatlantic Relations
March Social (followed by a reception)
2:30pm Sciences
Tuesday
19 Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters Is the Atlantic Too Deep? American and European
8 DV1 02.54 . . .
March (Leuven) Perspectives on International Human Rights Law
11-1pm
Tuesday | Raadzaal
19 SW00.113 Dr. Gustavo Muller .. . .
9 Transatlanticity and Latin America
March Social (Leuven) y
4-6pm Sciences
Thursday
10 21 MS103.12 | Prof. Dr. Bart Kerremans The Impact of US and Europe_an Politics on Transatlantic
March Relations
9-11am
Monday Transatlantic Populism and
. Prof. Dr. Karl Niekerk . .
11 | 1 April | MSI02.15 (Hlinois) the Far Right in Europe and
4-6pm the United States
Tuesday
i TUTORIAL SESSION .
12 | 2 April | MSI01.16 General Feedback Session
(for KUL students only)
9-11am
Prof. Dr. Konstantinos
13| TBC TBC Kourtikakis Transatlantic Social Networking (working title)
(Minois)
Prof. Dr. Kolja Raube
Monday Dr. Gustavo Miller . .
llenges for transatlanti
14 | 29 April | ms102.15 Michael Francis Moving forward and future (_:ha enges for transatlantic
relations
4-6pm Lucas Henry
(Leuven & Illinois)
Monday
TUTORIAL SESSION .
15| 6May | MSI02.15 General Feedback Session
4-6pm (for KUL students only)
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6. Concepts for eBook chapter

- Sovereignty

- Human Rights

- Rule of Law

- Multilateralism

- Global Order

- Democracy

- Labour

- Trade

- Subsidiarity

- Religion

- Migration

- Refugees

- International Law

- Language

- Federalism

- National Identity

- European Union

- Environment

- Liberal Arts

- Agriculture

- Tourism

- Welfare state

- Education

- Competition

- Defense/Security

- International Organizations (e.g. NATO, UN, WTO, etc.)
- Development

- Terrorism

- Regionalism

- Transpacific Relations
- Sports and Tourism
- Frontier / expansion

*If you want to explore another concept, please consult with the teaching staff.



